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President’s Message by Sandi Bumpus

Hi, Sierra neighbors. This evening, as the sun dipped behind the Olympics,

I realized it had been one of those days where visitors to Whidbey Island make

plans to move here. Walkers stroll past with faces turned toward the sun while offering

an enthusiastic greeting to everyone they meet. It was the kind of day where one feels

extremely grateful for this little corner of the world; one where this last season of rain

and wind (and wind, and more wind) begins to fade from memory. This kind of day

provides time for reflection; we have struggled, both personally and collectively this past

year. Even then, we enjoy the miracles of sun and sea, and even…wind. Tomorrow the

rain may return, and the wind may steal away my internet connection, but today the

future looks bright.

And speaking of bright…as always, I continue to be amazed by the knowledge, skill,

expertise, and pure hard work put forth by Sierra’s board, staff, and committees. Much

of this work is done behind the scenes with little fanfare, so I decided to provide a brief

snapshot of what’s in progress and on the horizon:

• Glen Kitzmann continues to oversee water system maintenance and improvements

including the new well project, valve replacement at several street locations, and re-

piping an old cast-iron section of water line on Fort Ebey Rd.

• Steven Norvell, our Water Technician, has been diligently working on replacement of

water meters that have bypassed their effective lifespan.

• Kathleen Wayman is working with our Welcome, Emergency Preparedness, and

Firewise Committees, as well as soliciting members for an Events Committee to plan

both virtual and future in-person community events and opportunities.

• Rich Volk is busy managing business and financial responsibilities while

implementing our succession plan through the training of our board Associate, Amy

Carrigan. Amy has already dug in and made some timely recommendations

regarding the association’s insurance coverage.

• Don Jaques is leading the search to identify and hire a new Property Manager as

George Rush transitions out of this role and splits his time between Whidbey Island

and the mountains of Colorado.

• Lori Potts has jumped in to oversee the upgrade of Sierra’s website to provide

additional features and make it an interactive tool for both the board and our

members.

• Miranda Silverthorn has already identified and implemented efficiencies by using

innovation and technology to provide streamlined options to apply for board approval

for architectural projects.

• Brenda Dewey, our Secretary/Administrator, continues to keep the board on track

and focused on task and project management, while serving as Sierra’s “Virtuoso of

Communications” as she manages our email system and virtual communications

platforms, and serves as our webmaster.

• With the assistance of our HOA attorney, I am focusing on reviewing our governing

documents and policies to ensure they align with local ordinances, state and federal

law.

Looking at this list, it is clear we have lots to do, and great people in place to perform the

work of the association. As much as I love this island paradise we call home, I’ve come

to understand that it is the people that make our community more than just a place.

mailto:Sierra.mailbox@gmail.com


2

2021 Annual Meeting Voting Results

The results of the 2021 annual meeting ballot items are as follows:

1. Election of members to fill three vacancies on the Board of Directors:

• Glen Kitzmann, second term

• Lori Potts, first term

• Miranda Silverthorn, first term

2. The external audit waiver passed (84% agree, 16% opposed, based on 133 votes cast).

3. The budget ratification passed  (96.3% agree, 3.7% opposed, based on 592 eligible votes).  

Note:  The budget ratification is based on the total number of eligible votes (592) regardless of the number of votes cast 

(per RCW 64.90.525).

On February 6 the board confirmed the position assignments.  The 2021 Board of Directors are listed on page 

one of this newsletter.

Much gratitude is expressed to Linda Rush, former President, for her five years of Board and other Sierra

volunteer service. Linda stepped down for personal reasons. Richard Volk has been appointed to fill the one-

year vacancy on the board. Amy Carrigan has been appointed as Finance Associate and will be assisting

and training with Richard.

Sierra Mailing Address Change

Sierra’s mailing address for general correspondence has changed to:

2685 San Juan Street, Coupeville, WA 98239

The address for sending dues and water payments will continue to be:

PO Box 915, Coupeville, WA 98239

Finance Report by Richard Volk

As of March 15th, 2021 we have 

collected approximately 55% of 

2021 dues that were billed in early 

February and are payable by April 

1st.   Please pay by April 1st to 

avoid late charges and penalties.

Sierra is discontinuing its regular 

box (561) at the Coupeville Post 

Office.  General correspondence 

should be addressed to 2685 San 

Juan St, Coupeville, WA  98239-

9700.

All dues and water bills include 

envelopes for the payment mailing 

address, PO Box 915, which is not 

being discontinued.  If you use a bill 

pay service, please make sure that 

your payments are sent to PO Box 

915.  This will ensure that your 

payments are processed in a timely 

manner.

Here are Sierra’s income and expenses for January and February, 2021:
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Water Report by Glen Kitzmann

At the annual meeting in January, we reviewed all that has

been done to our water system during 2020 as well as plans

for 2021. If you missed the meeting you can review the

PowerPoint presentation on the Sierra website. We continue

to work at keeping our system running and also at improving it.

This is not always an easy task as many components are

aged.

During the annual meeting we reviewed the draft Water System Plan we are required to update and submit

to the state. This plan has been submitted to the state for review and we await any comments they may

have.

Following the annual meeting we had a request from a resident for more information on groundwater and

how Sierra specifically is affected. Island County Hydrologist Doug Kelly agreed to prepare and give us a

presentation which he did on February 23, 2021. Because of Covid restrictions we held this presentation

via Zoom Webinar. Over 38 people signed on to the webinar and several others watched it later. The

presentation was recorded and is on the Sierra website under the Water Systems tab. This was an

outstanding presentation and was very informative about how our groundwater supply works especially in

our Sierra area. It was very well received by those who attended or have viewed it. If you did not get a

chance to attend or view it, I would highly recommend you go to the Sierra website and do so.

In February we experienced discolored water showing up in various locations in the neighborhood. After

some investigation we think sediment in the system was stirred up after the new controllers were installed

and a pressure spike took place. Several remedies were tried but did not seem to work. It was decided to

schedule our spring flush early to clean out the water mains. Instead of late April, we were able to get King

Water to schedule it for March 23 and 30th. This should address the problem.

As mentioned in the fall newsletter article and at the annual meeting, Sierra has hired Steven Norvel to

work part time on weekends to replace old meters and do some other maintenance work on our system.

He has already replaced six meters and we are waiting on some parts that are backordered so he can

continue this work. So, if he comes to your house on a weekend to replace your meter you will know he is

doing this for Sierra. He will knock on your door to let you know he will be shutting off your water for a

short time to do the meter replacement.

Lastly, as we discussed in the past and at our annual meeting, we are waiting on drier weather so we can

proceed with drilling the two new wells. Once we are able to drill the wells we will know if they will produce

the quantity and quality of water we need. Once that is determined we can proceed with the project to

eventually have these wells connected to our water system. This has been a long process and the project

will take some time, but we should be encouraged we are making progress in this long-awaited endeavor.

The Sierra New Well Project is a major 

undertaking that will benefit all  current 

and future members.  Find out the 

background and project details on the 

Sierra Water System & Billing webpage.

Want to Learn more about Sierra’s New Well Project?

http://sierracountryclub.net/index.php/Water_System_&_Billing


SPRING IS IN THE AIR!🌷 A season for all the plans and projects we have been

putting off for way too long. In the spirit of tidying up, a review of our current

architecture policies is under way with the goal of creating a “one-stop shop” in

the form of an all-encompassing Architectural Control Policy. This will facilitate

more cohesion and a reduction in policy maintenance and redundancy.
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Architecture Report by Miranda Sillverthorn

This weed is tough to get rid of, especially if allowed to flower and seed. Seeds can remain viable for about

10 years. The plant can spread quickly and widely, including to nearby lots, which creates a problem for

your neighbors. So, the earlier the poison hemlock is addressed, the better. Later in the spring and

summer, growth will be much more widespread and harder to control. Some methods for controlling poison

hemlock are listed below. Please note that for all methods, continued monitoring and maintenance are

essential to eradicate new growth.

1. Early and repeated mowing/cutting. Be sure to mow for the first time before plants have flowered, then

keep the area mowed/cut to prevent any new growth.

2. Digging/hand-pulling works best when the soil is moist and before the plant has flowered. Dispose of

plants properly by bagging them separately from other waste and taking them to Island County waste

facilities Disposal Transfer Station (free of charge).

3. Spraying with a broadleaf herbicide such as Crossbow. Multiple applications are usually necessary.

Be sure to follow all safety and application instructions.

Some lawn-care or pest control services may provide removal or spraying services. One of our Sierra

members and residents, Jared Cranford, of Jared’s Lawn and Fence, has offered his services. Please

contact him for more information at 360-929-1110 or Jaredcr57@gmail.com.

Please visit the Sierra Notices webpage for more information including a one-page guide to help you

identify and control poison hemlock. Thank you for your cooperation!

Poison hemlock--a highly toxic

noxious weed--continues to pose a

health and safety issue for the Sierra

neighborhood and its control is a

state and county requirement. We

request all Sierra property owners

check their properties and address

any poison hemlock as soon as

possible to help control its spread.

We’ve already identified over 20

properties with poison hemlock, and

will be sending notices to the

owners.

Be on the Lookout for Poison Hemlock

CAUTION:  All parts of poison hemlock are poisonous.  DO NOT touch the plant without 

protective gloves and clothing.  Be sure to keep children and pets away from the plants.

The architecture team has also implemented a brand-new electronic form for the submission of Project

Completion Agreements (PCA’s). This form can be completed in under 10 minutes and will streamline the

application process when our Sierra homeowners seek Board approval for their architectural projects. You

can check out this new online form on the Sierra Architecture webpage.

mailto:jaredcr57@gmail.com
http://sierracountryclub.net/index.php/Notices
http://sierracountryclub.net/index.php/Architecture


The following decades were dedicated to work and family and an ever-evolving career.  While 

still at Oakridge, Pete began working through an Atomic Energy Commission contract with 

Boeing, the company that would ultimately bring he and Linda to the Pacific Northwest.  

Beginning in 1982, Pete took on numerous roles within Boeing and partner companies that would

include contract management for the B2 Bomber, the F-22 fighter, and the Inertial Upper Stage 

(IUS) of the space shuttle.  

Armed with a newly minted engineering degree and a promotion to Oakridge’s Centrifuge Development Lab,

Pete made an auspicious trip back to Houston in 1965, where he met the lovely Linda Nordahl. A first date at

Galveston Island led to courtship and ultimately, a wedding in Linda’s hometown of Greenville, Texas. Over

the next few years, two sons would join the White family; Jeff, now living in Fremont, California, and Chris,

who remains in Greenville with the White’s grandsons, Darrell and Dalton.
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Countdown to Adventure – The Life and Times of Pete White by Sandi Bumpus

The earth didn’t shake, nor did the sky fall, but when Sierra resident Pete White

announced that he and his wife Linda were moving to Hawaii, a collective gasp must

have been heard at the International Space Station. Following his retirement and

permanent move here in 2005, Pete had served on Sierra’s Board of Directors as

the Architecture Manager for two terms, and since 2010, as the Water Connection

Coordinator, paving the way for many of Sierra’s residents to realize their dreams of

building new homes. In 2012, just when it looked like he was in danger of becoming

a slacker, Pete took on the additional role of managing Sierra’s email system.

If this doesn’t sound like a typical retirement, I discovered some of the backstory recently when I had the

pleasure of learning more about Pete’s life. During our conversation, it became clear that Pete’s insatiable

energy coupled with his desire to serve, to learn, and to always do more, is rooted in a life of hard work and

determination, tempered only by a fearless sense of adventure.

Wendell “Pete” White was born in Houston, Texas in the year Casablanca won an Academy Award, Smokey

the Bear first made his appearance, and 155,000 troops landed on the beaches of Normandy on what came to

be known as “D-Day.” Childhood was spent in Houston, Atlanta, and finally in Knoxville, Tennessee, where his

97-year-old mother, Catharine White still lives. Pete has fond memories of cooling off in an oversized

galvanized tub in his grandmother’s Houston backyard, and playing with buddies in the side lots of Atlanta.

Growing up in the Atomic Age with an addiction to Popular Science Magazine gives

us a sneak peek into Pete’s future career path. As John F. Kennedy was busy

writing his famous “We choose to go to the moon” speech, Pete would graduate

from Knoxville’s South High School. Shortly thereafter, Pete began working the

night shift operating a 5-million-volt electrostatic generator at Oakridge National

Laboratory while attending the University of Tennessee.

Pete and Linda clearly passed up very few opportunities for adventure during their globetrotting years,

including mastering scuba diving in the Cayman Islands (Pete claims Linda became a “professional beach

bum” while living there), piloting sailboats up and down the West Coast, building houses for Habitat for

Humanity, and paragliding in Austria, France, Mexico, and the western United States.

(continued on next page)

This took the Whites all over the world to both live and work, including Norway, Russia, the Ukraine, the

Cayman Islands, and beautiful downtown Long Beach, California. There, Pete, and Linda both worked for

another Boeing partner, Sea Launch, a multinational spacecraft launch company that used a mobile maritime

platform to send rockets into space. As the new millennium dawned, the well-traveled Whites returned to

Renton for the countdown to retirement.
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Countdown to Adventure – The Life and Times of Pete White (cont.)

Before 

remodel

After 

remodel

It was during Whidbey Race Week one year that Pete convinced Linda that Whidbey was the place where

they should retire. They bought their current home on El Prado several years before retiring, and after moving

here full-time in 2005, they survived an extensive remodel that turned the original home into what they have

loved for fifteen years.

The Sierra View newsletter does not have enough pages to fully document the

life of Pete White, a Southern gentleman who quotes Herotodus and soars the

skies on fiber wings. This thumbnail sketch is offered as a tribute to both Pete

and Linda, not only for their friendship and contributions to Sierra Country

Club, but in thanks for inspiring us to live life fully and to be grateful for each

new sunset.

After learning more about our neighbor and friend, it became clear that the call of adventure lives large in the

White family DNA, so it is not surprising, then, that the big island of Hawaii has beckoned, and the Whites

have heeded the call. They will miss most their many friends here, they tell me, not to mention the Whidbey

magic of mountains and sea.

Farewell Pete and Linda, or should we say… 

Adjo… Das lebewohl… Au revoir… DasviDAniya…Adieu… Adios… Aloha.

Questions about Island County Regulations? 

A helpful resource for all Island County residents is the library of codes or ordinances.  

Sierra abides by all Island County codes, including those related to animals and pets:

The main library/index:  Island County Municode Library

Dog License and Control:  Chapter 6.08 (under Title VI-Animals)

Buildings & Grounds by Don Jaques

The Sierra Board is currently receiving and reviewing applications for our Property Manager position that has

been filled so capably by George Rush for the past few years. Our plan is to hire George's successor prior to

the pool opening, and George will train the new Property Manager in the important work of managing the

pool and overseeing the pool attendants. Speaking of the pool, we intend to drain and paint it this May and

look forward to an on-time opening of the pool around Memorial Day. We will monitor the latest state

guidance for social distancing and COVID-19 safety measures. Stay tuned for more information as the end

of May approaches.

Community Activities by Kathleen Wayman

Spring is here and we’re slowly edging toward a little loosening of restrictions…and

sunshine is coming! We anticipate opening the pool, a neighborhood-wide cleanup day

and maybe a book giveaway. Are you like a lot of us with a supply of quarantine obtained

books? Would you be interested in bringing books to the clubhouse on a sunny day and

perhaps taking some with you? Any books leftover will be donated. Please email Kathleen

Wayman at kathleen.sierrahoa@gmail.com if you would like to participate. The Clubhouse

is still limited to socially distanced events as outlined by the Governor; the Board is

tracking the regulations with an eye to expanding our use when allowed.

https://library.municode.com/wa/island_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=ISCOCO
https://library.municode.com/wa/island_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TITVIAN_CH6.08DOLICO
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Tsunamis and Sierra
By Christine Laing, Member of Sierra Emergency Preparedness Committee

Undoubtably, at one time or another, every Sierra resident has gazed out over the water, and wondered how

vulnerable our neighborhood would be to a tsunami. Someday, when the predicted magnitude 9.0 earthquake in

the Cascadia Subduction Zone strikes, it will produce a series of tsunami waves which will have a devasting

impact on the Washington and Oregon coasts. Within 15 to 20 minutes after the quake, towns like Ocean Shores,

Aberdeen, and Hoquim are predicted to experience significant loss of life and extensive destruction from waves

23 to 33 feet high.

For Whidbey Island it is a different story. After a mega quake out in the Pacific, it would take 1 ½ hours for a

tsunami to reach Whidbey’s western shores. Wave height would be in the 5 foot to 6.5 foot range. All beaches

will have a certain degree of flooding, depending on their geographic features and slope angles. But flooding

above the beach would occur only in certain areas. According to the Island County Department of Emergency

Management:

“The areas most affected would be Swantown Lake, actually a lagoon, which would be flooded to a

depth of about 6 feet, Cranberry Lake, Crockett Lake, and the wetland nearest Dugulla Bay would be

flooded at depths of 1.5 to 6 feet. Velocities of the waves sweeping onshore would be between 3 and 11

miles per hour (you would be knocked off your feet). The event would flood State Parks in the lower areas

of Deception Pass, Joseph Whidbey, and the Coupeville ferry terminal near Fort Casey… Nowhere in

scientific publications about Whidbey Island’s recent geological history and tsunami models is there any

evidence of a catastrophic tsunami that swept across the entire island – an intriguing myth generated by

too much dramatic license and not enough facts!”

After a major earthquake, we

may experience flooding from

broken water mains, but our

neighborhood is not in danger of

flooding from a tsunami. Our

clubhouse will not be swept away

by a wall of water, and a river of

sea water will not rush down

Libbey Road, as some rumors

would have it. Science tells us

that Sierra is safe from tsunamis.

To see the map of tsunami

inundation areas on Whidbey

Island, go to the Sierra website:

http://www.sierracountryclub.net/i

ndex.php/Emergency_Prep.

To learn more about tsunamis

and Whidbey Island in general,

go to the links below.

Internet Resources:

• Booklet: “Natural Hazards of Whidbey Island,” pp 34-37. From Island County Emergency Management Dept. 

• “Understanding Tsunamis” & “Tsunamis in Washington” Department of Natural Resources.

• Video: “Tsunami Wave Simulation for WA State” 

• “Tsunami Hazard Map for Anacortes and Whidbey Island” Washington State Dept. of Natural Resources and National 

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

https://www.islandcountywa.gov/DEM/PublicEducation/NaturalHazards-of-WhidbeyIsland.pdf
https://www.dnr.wa.gov/programs-and-services/geology/geologic-hazards/tsunamis/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e5PJQW_6k6M
https://www.dnr.wa.gov/Publications/ger_ofr2005-1_tsunami_hazard_anacortes_whidbey.pdf

