
President’s Message  
Imagine this -- You just step into a new role as 
an HOA Board President, you spend weeks 
learning the ropes from the past President, and 
you run your first public Board meeting, and it 
goes pretty good.  You start planning the year's 
events, start to get your head around what is 
needed, and then, the world as we know it 
abruptly stops.  At the same time as our Board 
was flailing about for a solution to 
teleconferencing, my own little church was 
pulling up the stakes on routine as normal.  It 
has been a dizzying ride. But I have also been 
the witness of some of the most loving and 
considerate action among my neighbors and 
folks all over the Island.  And I am grateful and 
proud to be a resident of Sierra, of Island 
County and of Washington state.  I want to 
thank everyone in Sierra for their patience and 
understanding as we continue to work out the 
changes and limitations that this situation of 
health crisis has created for us.  And I want to 
thank you all for being the best you can 
be!  Stay well!  - Linda Rush 
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Do we have your correct contact information (phone and email)?  This will help ensure we 

can notify you about water outages and other important notices.  Please send any updates to 

sierra.mailbox@gmail.com. 

5 REASONS TO JOIN THE BOARD! 

Be part of a great team of volunteers who care about the neighborhood.  The board 

collaborates and strives to make decisions that are in the best interest of the community.  The 

board’s primary responsibilities are to ensure we have a financially strong association and a top-

notch water system, and to enforce the covenants—all of which help protect property owners' 

investments, as well as preserve the quality of life here.   

No experience is necessary.   You'll also receive lots of support from the rest of the team, former 

board members, as well as guidelines put into place to help current and future board members know 

what to do. 

Easy qualification.  You just need to be a property owner in good standing (i.e. up to date on all 

dues and water bills, no unresolved violations) and have a desire to help your community. 

Flexible hours.  Board meetings are held the third Wednesday of each month and last 2-3 hours.  

Otherwise, your time commitment is based upon your availability and desire to work on specific 

tasks or projects. 

Sierra needs you!   Sierra has had a long history of dedicated board members who have enabled 

the effective and independent management of the association.  Without a functioning board, we 

would need to hire a management company or more employees to handle the tasks – this could 

significantly drive our costs up.   



Building and Grounds 
In compliance with state and county notices regarding controlling the spread of the 
COVID-19 virus, the board has closed the clubhouse for all events until further 
notice.  Remember if your children use the playground equipment it is your 
responsibility to ensure their protection from the virus through practicing social 
distances of 6 feet, using disinfectant wipes, and/or wearing gloves.  Also remember 
that dogs can carry virus spores on their fur, so petting other people’s dogs that may 
be in the area around the clubhouse is discouraged, and should be followed by 
sanitizing your hands. 
Lastly, although normally at this time of the year we announce the opening date for 
the pool (usually around Memorial Day), we will wait and see when it is safe to open 
the pool this year.  Thank you for your understanding as we work to keep our 
community safe and healthy. 

Emergency Team – Christine Laing   
  
2020 ZONE MEETINGS CANCELED 
For the last two years, Sierra has held springtime “Map Your Neighborhood” 
meetings. Neighbors gathered together for a couple hours to get to know each 
other better and discuss our emergency response plans for the neighborhood. This 
year, due to the corona virus outbreak, those meetings are cancelled. They will be 
rescheduled at a time when it’s been officially determined safe for people to gather 
in groups. 
Christine Laing  
Sierra Emergency Preparedness Chair 
 



WATER REPORT  

     
By Glen Kitzmann 
The installation of the new pressure reduction valve (PRV) at the top portion of Ft Ebey 
Road has been completed.  The work took a little longer than planned because of some 
issues encountered with buried utility lines. The planned location for the new PRV vault 
had to be adjusted because of this, but it all worked out.  The new PRV should provide for 
better water pressure control for the areas of the neighborhood on the gravity portion of 
the system. These are the areas typically below La Fiesta in the lower areas of the 
neighborhood. 
  
After the water shutoffs for this project, some residents noticed cloudy water in their 
homes.  This was due to a large amount of air getting into the main lines that needed to 
work itself out over time.  The water was still safe to use. 
  
The spring flushing of our main water lines will take place on Thursday April 16th and 
Thursday April 23rd.  This is done twice a year, in the spring and fall, to clean the main 
water lines to help supply good water to our residents.  On these two days water is not 
available for use in your homes. We will put out additional notice via e-mail, auto calling 
system and the sandwich boards.   
 
 
In future months we will be looking into the start of replacing several of the water main 
line shutoff valves as well as some water main line replacement.  When this work is 
scheduled we will put out notice as there will be a need to have water shutoffs. I know it 
is inconvenient to have the water shutoff, but it is necessary to repair and maintain our 
water system.  We try to schedule as many projects as possible during each shutoff to 
reduce the number needed. 

Clubhouse Reservations – Kathleen Wayman 
Sadly there are no activities being held at the Sierra Clubhouse 
until further notice. Bridge Club, Mah-Jongg and Exercise 
Classes are canceled. No Pot Luck this month, either. Hopefully 
we will be able to meet again soon at the Clubhouse and 
Pool.   
 



Sierra Country Club is fortunate to have a first-hand written account of the property that would 
ultimately become the Sierra development.  This narrative describes life at “Oceanside Farm” 
from late 1945 until all but 5 acres were sold to the developers of Sierra Country Club in 
1967.  Access this link to enjoy this fascinating historical review: 
http://sierracountryclub.net/data/_uploaded/file/Sierra%20History.pdf 

 

The below series of articles attempts to provide historical context for the time and people of early 
Whidbey Island, including pioneer Samuel Libbey, who received 320 acres here in a Donation 
Land Claim grant in 1853. 

  

SIERRA PREQUEL:  THE LIBBEY YEARS, PART 1  

Sandi Bumpus 

 
Westward Ho – Whidbey or Bust!     

                     
With ample timber, quarries, farms, fisheries, and  
thriving industrial and maritime operations, one might  
wonder at the mid-19th century mass exodus from  
established settlements on the east and mid-Atlantic  
coasts.  What would cause these easterners to leave the  
relative comforts of home to head into the great western  
unknown?  The roots of migration in any generation seem  
to remain static: political unrest, freedom from religious  
persecution, land, prosperity, survival, and sometimes, just 
 an insatiable curiosity.   In 1852/53, early Whidbey pioneers,  
Samuel Libbey and Captain Benjamin Barstow, natives of Maine, were two men who braved 
loneliness and deprivation, even risking their lives, to discover prosperity on these untamed 
western shores. 

 

New Englanders seem to have a special affinity for the sea, so perhaps it is not surprising that so 
many eastern pioneers sought their fortunes in the Pacific Northwest.  It has been said that 
those who plied the Atlantic and plowed its coastal plains and valleys were equal parts farmer, 
fisher, miner, mason, and shipwright. If they were lucky enough to get here in one piece, history 
has shown that many of those eastern travelers were successful in bringing about western 
settlement. 

 

On Whidbey Island, and specifically, in Coupeville, eastern maritime influences are seen even 
today in historic homes and farms.  One example is the original Samuel Libbey farmhouse built 
circa 1860 within our own Sierra Country Club community. 

 

http://sierracountryclub.net/data/_uploaded/file/Sierra History.pdf


The Incredible Journey 

Samuel Libbey was born November 7, 1818 near the Great Salt Bay of Maine.  He undoubtedly 
learned the family farming trade early in life, but also showed a gift for mathematics and 
accounting in his youth.  On January 15, 1845, Samuel married 25-year old Sarah Barstow, also a 
native of the Pine Tree State, who hailed from a prominent family of ship builders.  The couple 
had two sons; George in 1847, and Joseph in 1850.   
 

Perhaps inspired by stories of rich California gold-fields, Samuel found himself afflicted by the 
fledgling nation’s penchant for wanderlust.  More likely than the glitter of gold, however, was the 
availability of large tracts of free farmland in the Oregon Territory. Conveniently, his ship-building 
brother-in-law, Benjamin Barstow, longed to see what may lie over the horizon, and could 
provide the means to do so. 
 

With plans to send for his family when he was established, Samuel left Boston harbor with 
Captain Barstow sometime in 1852/53 in a Barstow-built ship bound for San Francisco.  At that 
time, there were three ways to get to the west coast from the east: by ship around South 
America at Cape Horn; by ship to Panama with a 40-mile slog on foot across the swampy 
Panama isthmus before continuing north by ship; or overland. 
 

As “49’er Fever” created near-hysteria for would-be miners and merchants seeking their 
respective fortunes, The Donation Land Claim Act of 1850 was just as tempting, offering 320 
acres in Oregon Territory to eager men who met eligibility requirements.  Enterprising San 
Francisco-bound ship captains began trying to shave hours and even days off their trips. Through 
this endeavor, “The Deep Sea Derby” was born, with the goal of an anchor-to-anchor journey 
from Boston harbor to San Francisco Bay coming in at 110 days or less.  It is not known if 
Barstow’s ship was one of the 95 “Derby” participants in this unofficial race, but the time and 
harbor departure points may not be just coincidental. 

 

A “fast” trip didn’t necessarily equate to an uneventful one.  Journals of those who successfully 
made the journey describe gale-force winds strong enough to “unhair a dog,” and 80-foot 
cresting swells as “typical.”  Survivors of these trips described wrecked clippers washed up on 
the rocky shores of Tierra Del Fuego, water-logged trunks bobbing in the surf, and half-
submerged machinery meant for the gold fields jutting at odd angles out of the sand. 

 

Samuel, described as a “slight man” of approximately 125 pounds, undoubtedly arrived 
somewhat worse for wear, but did not let the rigors of 19th-century travel, nor his uncertain 
future deter him. 

It is not hard to imagine Samuel’s first glimpses of Whidbey or his first steps ashore, as he must 
have experienced feelings of both foreboding and triumph.  While he was familiar with the 
bounties of turf and surf in his homeland, no small amount of danger and mountains of hard 
work awaited him. 
 

NEXT:  Samuel Libbey’s many pioneer hats in Part 2 of “Sierra Prequel: The Libbey Years.” 

 



 

 

RVs Within Sierra    

 

  

Events in 2019 led the HOA Board to review both Island County Code and Sierra 
Covenants concerning the overnight use of Recreational Vehicles within Sierra.  It is 
important that we share the result of this research with the community so there is a 
mutual understanding. Additionally the Board wants to ensure that enforcement is fair, 
across the board, and consistent with County regulations.  

First the good news.  Lots within Sierra with a single-family home may store their RV on 
their lot when it is not in use. 

Now for the tough part.  The County code states that RV’s may not be used as temporary 
habitation outside of designated campgrounds and RV parks without a temporary use 
permit.  The County may, at its discretion, issue a temporary use permit under very 
limited circumstances such as for someone who is building a home on their property.   

The Sierra CC&Rs indicate 

 “No structure of any temporary character, tent, shack, garage, house trailer, 
recreational vehicle or any outbuilding or building under construction shall be used on 
any lot at any time as a permanent or seasonal or temporary residence or dwelling 
unless approved by the board of directors and a permit has been issued by Island 
County.” (Article II, Section 9)  

 

The above excerpt from the Covenants applies to temporary, overnight RV visitors 
visiting Sierra residents or any vacant property within the Sierra community.  The board, 
following the code as written, notes that if a property owner secures a permit from the 
County for temporary occupation of an RV, then the Sierra Board will consider approving 
a similar request within the Sierra neighborhood.  It is important to note that an Island 
County permit will be required before the Sierra Board can consider approving any 
temporary RV occupation.    

For your reference please google Island County Code of Ordinances 17.03.180.v.4 and 
see Sierra Covenants and Restrictions, Article II, Section 9 Habitation of Temporary 
Structures and the new Sierra Policy concerning Temporary RV Occupation located at the 
following web site http://www.sierracountryclub.net/index.php/Governing_Docs-Policies 
.   

http://www.sierracountryclub.net/index.php/Governing_Docs-Policies
http://www.sierracountryclub.net/index.php/Governing_Docs-Policies
http://www.sierracountryclub.net/index.php/Governing_Docs-Policies


  

FINANCE REPORT 

Richard Volk, Finance Manager 

  

In the recent issues of the Sierra View I have presented year to date financial information.   Here 
are the results for January – February 2020: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The current economic crisis will impact our budgeted interest earnings.  If you have not done so 
already, please pay your 2020 lot dues. 

  

 

 

 Buildings, Grounds  Water    

 Income  and General   Infrastructure  Operation  Total 

 Dues and Late Fees $75,043 $0 $75,043

 Water and Late Fees 38,731 $38,731

 Water Hookup Fees 0 $0

 Other Income 927  -   1,076 $2,003

      Total Income $75,970 $0 $39,807 $115,777

 Expenses 

 Operating Exp $4,687 $3,302 $12,507 $20,496

 Administrative Exp 9,525 $9,525

      Total Expense $14,212 $3,302 $12,507 $30,021

 Net Income  $61,758 ($3,302) $27,300 $85,756

 CONDENSED FINANCIAL INFORMATION as of FEBRUARY 29, 2020



ECONOMIC STIMULUS PACKAGE Comments from Robert D Flach, 

The Wandering Tax Pro 

  

Based on what I have read, in addition to the $1,200 per taxpayer, plus $500 per dependent child 
under age 17, stimulus payment the economic relief package that Trump has signed into law 
includes the following items of interest – 

  

(1) There is an automatic suspension through September 30, 2020 for payments of any student 
loan held by the federal government – a “direct loan”.  Interest will not accrue on the loan 
during the suspension period. 

  

(2) For calendar year 2020 nobody will be required to take an RMD (required minimum 
distribution) from any individual retirement accounts (IRA) or workplace retirement savings 
plans (401k).  This does not affect “traditional” pensions.  This way the plan will not be forced to 
sell investments at a loss resulting from the virus-inspired market drop to generate cash to 
distribute. 

  

(3) You can make a premature withdrawal of up to $100,000 from an IRA or workplace 
retirement plan for virus-related purposes without having to pay the 10% penalty.  The federal 
income tax on a qualified withdrawal is spread over 3 years.  You can return all or part of the 
withdrawal before 3 years from the date you took the withdrawal.  You qualify for the penalty 
exemption and special tax treatment if you, your spouse or a dependent tested positive for the 
virus or you experienced negative economic consequences related to the pandemic – for 
example from being quarantined, furloughed, laid off, having reduced hours, or being unable to 
work due to a lack of child care. 

  

(4) Taxpayers who do not itemize can deduct as an adjustment to income (deduction from 
gross income) up to $300 in charitable contributions on their 2020 Form 1040 (or 1040-
SR).  This appears not to be limited to tax year 2020. 
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