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President’s Message by Brenda Dewey 

We’ve had a lot going on the last few months!  One major accom-
plishment was our first Wildfire Prevention Day combined with our 
annual clean-up day held May 5.  We had around 30 Sierra commu-
nity members contribute over 60 hours of volunteer time (see the list 
of volunteers in a separate article).  During the event, we learned 
about tree and brush pruning techniques from staff at Whidbey Is-
land Conservation District (WICD) and the WA Dept. of Natural Re-
sources (WA DNR).  Then we put what we learned to practice and 
removed 1,380 lbs. of potentially ignitable fuels from trees and 
shrubs on the community property as well as from what was picked 
up throughout the neighborhood as part of our free hauling offer.  
The $500 grant we received from the National Fire Protection Asso-
ciation (NFPA) covered all the costs of the event including tools, 
dump fees, gloves, food, and grass mowing rebate drawings. 
 
More good news:  Because of all the efforts of the Firewise commit-
tee and our WICD, WA DNR and North Whidbey Fire Department 
partners, the NFPA recognized Sierra Country Club as Island Coun-
ty’s first nationally recognized Firewise Community.  A celebration is 
being planned – so stay tuned. 
 
Also, be sure to read more about the Disaster Preparedness Com-
mittee’s Map Your Neighborhood (MYN) program and zone meet-
ings.  The MYN chairperson, Christine Laing, and committee have 
put a tremendous amount of time and effort in rolling out this very 
worthwhile program—be sure you’re a part of it! 

 REMINDER:  
 NO FIREWORKS IN SIERRA!!!  
 As you enjoy the summer and celebrate the Independ-
ence Day holiday, please keep in mind that fireworks and 

firecrackers of any kind are not allowed in the Sierra neighbor-
hood.   This longstanding rule has been in effect to reduce the risk 
of fire as well as prevent noise disturbances (including scaring our 
domestic and wild animals).  Thank you for your cooperation! 

Do we have your correct contact information (phone and 
email)?  This will help ensure we can notify you about water outages 
and other important notices.  Please send any updates to 
sierra.mailbox@gmail.com. 

mailto:sierra.mailbox@gmail.com
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Firewise Drawing Winners Announced by Brenda Dewey 
 
As part of the $500 Firewise Wildfire Prevention Day grant we received, we're happy to announce 
the following winners of the drawing of three $50 rebates for having their overgrown lots mowed 
by May 28: Nancy Fey, Linda van Loben, and Clint West. 
  
Thanks to all of you who have (or will) cut your lots with overgrown grass/weeds, or perform other 
lot maintenance to reduce potential fuel sources.   

As we're entering the dry summer months, we appreciate your cooperation in 
keeping lots with overgrown grass and weeds maintained at 8 inches or less 
-- this will help reduce the fire hazard in our neighborhood. 

Thanks for your cooperation with Poison Hemlock by Brenda Dewey 
 
Sierra was facing a major infestation of poison hemlock this year.  Our biggest concern is for eve-
ryone’s safety since this noxious weed is highly toxic, and can spread very rapidly.  So far, we 
identified and notified the owners of almost 40 properties with poison hemlock--this is double the 
number identified last year! Many thanks to all the owners who have cooperated and had the poi-
son hemlock on their properties addressed.  The key to getting poison hemlock under control is 
addressing it early before the plants go to seed and then continuing to stay on top of it.  Remem-
ber, if you think you see poison hemlock, DO NOT TOUCH IT without gloves or protective cloth-
ing.  If you use an herbicide to spray the plants, be sure to follow the directions and safety precau-
tions.  If you need guidance in identifying and addressing this noxious weed, please contact me or 
George Rush.  

HELP NEEDED:  Volunteer to organize neighborhood Yard Sale  

In order for us to hold the neighborhood yard sale this year, we will need someone to organize it 
– if interested, please email sierra.mailbox@gmail.com or contact any board member.  

May 5 Clean-up and Wildfire Prevention Day Recognition 
 By Brenda Dewey 

 
I’d like to thank all of the following volunteers who contributed their time, efforts, and/or re-
sources in helping make our May 5 Clean-up and Wildfire Prevention Day and the May 6 tree/
shrub debris hauling day a success:  

 
Participated on May 5 with clean-up and/or Firewise activities: 
Tom Walton, Cal Wayman, Kurt Imbach, Lori Kitzmann, Glen Kitzmann, Linda Youngs, Gary 
Youngs, Michael Dewey, Fran Hand, Linda White, Chuck Parsons, Brynn McIntyre, John 
McClaine, Diane McClaine, Kristi Lovelady, Joe Mottern, Julie Engstrom, Wendy Geyer, Cher-
ryl Carlson, Larry Carlson, George Rush, Linda Rush, Mona Porter, Lynne Scapple, Jim Scap-
ple, Georgia Wright, Pete White, Kelsi Mottet (with WICD), and David Way (WA DNR). 
 
Helped with the May 6 hauling (including use of trailers and vehicles): 
Gary McIntyre, Jim Scapple, George Rush, John McClaine, Gary Youngs, and Bruce Lieber-
man. 

 
Lastly, many thanks to Tony Giammarinaro who donated his time to mow three overgrown lots 
that were part of our originally planned demonstration. 

mailto:Sierra.mailbox@gmail.com
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Disaster Preparedness Takes off in Sierra by Christine Laing 

After a major disaster, when first responders are not immediately available, we only have our-
selves and our neighbors to rely on. Studies have shown that when communities prepare for dis-
asters, they fare much better than communities that don’t. Last month, Sierra took its first steps 
towards becoming a disaster prepared community. 
 
In June, fourteen different meetings were held throughout Sierra, where neighbors came together 
to learn what to do in that first critical hour after a major disaster. They watched the educational 
film “Map Your Neighborhood,” made notes on who lives where, identified who might need extra 
help after a disaster (disabled persons, elderly, children), and discussed what special skills, 
knowledge, or equipment they would be willing to share. Each group also chose a post disaster 
gathering place. 
 
Those meetings happened because of the hard work of the Sierra residents who stepped up to be 
volunteer captains for their zones.  Many thanks to: Bill & Brenda Cheaqui, Linda Meehan, Ella 
Mae Kurashige, Debbie Williams, Lynne & Tony Giammarinaro, Debra Ove, Martha & Eddie Hol-
lis, Nancy Luster, Marilyn & Mike Dessert, Brynn & Gary McIntyre, Fran Hand, Julie & Joe Eng-
strom, and Barbara Halliday. 
 
If you were unable to attend a meeting, try to attend your zone’s meeting next year. In the mean-
time, you can watch the “Map Your Neighborhood” film on your own by going to YouTube or the 
Sierra website (under Emergency Preparedness). Then talk to a neighbor to find out what your 
group discussed and the location of your group’s gathering site. 
 
In the fall, we will have a chance to practice what we have recently learned at our neighborhood 
meetings.  An earthquake drill is scheduled Oct. 2nd, for Sierra, Coupeville, and possibly some oth-
er communities in Island County. Besides going through the nine steps in our neighborhood, we 
will also practice communicating by ham radio with the Island County Emergency Management on 
that day. In an actual disaster, it is that office we will contact for assistance. For more details about 
the drill, and how you can participate in it, check the September newsletter. 

To learn more about disaster preparedness: 
 
July 29 “Disaster Preparedness Expo,” Sponsored by Island County Emergency Prepared-
ness & the Navy. (Sierra will have a booth about Map Your Neighborhood) Speakers, informa-
tional booths and more.  10 am – 4 pm at the Oak Harbor Middle School. 
 
August 19th, Jefferson County’s “All county Picnic, Celebrating Community Preparedness 
& Resiliency,” Speakers, informational booths, live music, free corn on the cob, games for kids 
and families. 10 am – 4 pm, at the HJ Carrol Park in Chimicum (10 miles south of Port Town-
send).   
 
Sept. 15 “Emergency Water – Strategies & Best Practices,” presented by Mark Bauserman. 
Sponsored by Sierra’s Disaster Preparedness Committee. Free lecture and slide presentation at 
the Sierra Clubhouse, 10 am – Noon. 
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POOL HOURS  

Senior & Physical Therapy Swim Mon-Fri 12:00pm—1:00pm 

Adult Swim Everyday 5:30pm—6:30pm 

Open Swim Mon - Fri 1:00pm - 5:30pm 

Sat - Sun 12:00pm - 5:30pm 

 
 

Cut it out and 

put it on the 

fridge! 

A Little Something Warm and Fuzzy by Kristi Lovelady 
 
Sooooo, when was the last time you cleaned your dryer duct?  If you are new to the neighbor-
hood or simply can’t remember when a thorough cleaning was performed, no worries.  It’s an 
easy DYI. 
 
Are you finding that your clothes are still damp after 60 min. of tumbling around in the dryer? 
Then it is likely that your ducts need a good clean.  This saves wear and tear on your dryer, utility 
bills and possibly even a dryer duct fire.  It was surprising to find that approximately 15,000 house 
fires are started each year from clogged dryer ducts. 
   
Last month, I spent about 30 minutes of quality time with my outside dryer vent and a neat gizmo 
called the Deflecto Dryer Duct Cleaning Kit that I purchased on Amazon for around $20.  It has a 
brush on one end and a series of six, two-foot-long extensions rods.  The brush and the first ex-
tension rod connects directly to your drill.  Simply feed the brush head and the first segment of 
the rod slowly through the duct while activating the drill and then back the rod out while it contin-
ues to spin clockwise.  Continue adding rod segments and feeding it in and then backing it out.  
There are videos on line that will walk you through it. 
 
Sometimes the duct is longer than 12 feet so accessing it from the dryer end or a mid-point under 
the house may be necessary to completely unblock your ductwork all the way to the dryer itself. 
You may be shocked as to how many clogs there are and how much warm fuzzy lint comes out.  
Think about it, dryer dust plus Sierra winter moisture times many years of buildup makes for 
many layers of a papier-mâché like dust that builds up in the duct.  A good 12+ years of debris 
came out of my duct which completely filled a large plastic grocery bag.  I counted three points 
where the lint had nearly closed up the duct.  Now the clothes come out dry in 45 min. or less.  
What a difference!! 
 
If tackling warm fuzzy lint isn’t your thing, you can hire a pro that will charge $95 - $160.  I’m hap-
py to loan out my Duct Cleaning Kit.  Either way, a clean vent gives you peace of mind.  
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Participating on the Sierra Board – Yes, Is it Worth It! by Kristi Lovelady 
 
Hard to believe that we are half way through 2018!  Time to generate a little discussion about 
who will fill some of our vacant Sierra Board positions in 2019.  The Board expects at least one 
vacant position in January 2019 after a dedicated Board member moves on to other exciting pur-
suits. 
 
As a new Board member, I cannot tell you how much respect I have for the service of my col-
leagues in ensuring that this community which we all enjoy continues to run smoothly.  The Board 
is in charge of keeping our assets such as the pool house and water system in good order.  Also, 
the Board has a responsibility to ensure that dues are collected and managed, covenants are en-
forced, water bills are paid and that the community plans for future infrastructure and water sys-
tem repairs. 
 
What is often missed, is that the HOA is us.  Every single property owner has a vested interest in 
the outcome of what happens in our community—it affects our property values and our quality of 
life.  We are all responsible for the current and future disposition of our water system.  We are all 
responsible for working within the Sierra covenants.  Likewise, we are all responsible for rotating 
the responsibility of serving on the Board.  
  
I learned from my career in County government that HOA’s don’t always carry a positive connota-
tion.  Many can be dysfunctional and some suffer from the ill effects of strong egos or poor man-
agement.  However, I can honestly say that the Sierra Board is a great group of pragmatic people 
volunteering their time to their neighbors and the Sierra community as a whole.  They are pru-
dent, honest, hardworking individuals who work as a team.  If you are interested in participating 
on the Board next year, drop me a line at kristi.sierrahoa@gmail.com. 
 
Thanks for making it worth it! 

CALLING ALL HAMS ! by Diane McClaine 
 
Happening in Sierra now:  Map Your Neighborhood (MYN) is a state supported preparedness 
program that educates and empowers neighbors helping neighbors in a disaster! 
A component of MYN includes utilizing our neighborhood skills to solve problems if responders 
are not available.  
 
During a prolonged disaster, Sierra will need to communicate with Island County Emergency 
Management; HAM operators will be a critical part of our ability to request assistance. We need 
several people to form the team of ham operators needed if disaster strikes and some are off is-
land. The Sierra radio team will practice communicating with Island County Emergency Manage-
ment on Oct. 2, when we have an All Sierra Earthquake Drill, in conjunction with the Island Coun-
ty Drill.  
 
If you have an Amateur Radio License (HAM Operator) and are interested in being part of our Si-
erra Disaster Communication Team, please contact one of the volunteer  
Co-Leaders: 
Gary McIntyre -  360-678-8437 
John McClaine - 360-678-4303  
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WATER REPORT by Glen Kitzmann 

Good News! The water softeners at your Sierra Water Treatment Plant have been repaired.  The 
two large commercial water softeners that serve our community have received a full refurbish-
ment and are up and running.  You should have started experiencing softer water by now.  We 
will continue to monitor the softness of the water and make small adjustments as needed.  We 
are targeting a softness level between 11 and 14.  If you have your own home softener you may 
need to reduce the amount of softness so you don’t over soften your water.  Too soft of water 
can harm your plumbing. 
 
As we start experiencing better weather please keep your eyes open for water leaks in our 
neighborhood.  If you are out on a walk or driving through the neighborhood and see water run-
ning down the gutter or wet spots on the street, please let us know right away so we can check 
for possible leaks in our system.  This is important in maintaining our infrastructure and saving 
our precious water resource. 
 
Later in the year we will be replacing additional fire hydrants.  This is a continuation of the hy-
drant replacement Sierra started last year.  Once completed, all of our fire hydrants will be re-
placed and up to current standards.  We will put out a notice if there will be any interruption in 
water service. 
 
Last but not least, we are approaching the summer which is our highest water usage time of 
year.  Please be mindful that you don’t waste water by leaving hoses running when not in use 
etc.  Besides keeping you from receiving a higher water bill, it will help our water system keep up 
with the demand.    

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS by Linda Rush 
 
The clubhouse looks great for the summer pool season!  We recently had the shake shingles 
power-washed which not only looks nice, but will keep them lasting for years to come.  After our 
May clean-up day, the grounds around the pool and clubhouse look fantastic.  Thanks to all the 
volunteers for the hard work on the weeds and the flower beds. 
 
We also want to acknowledge all of the volunteer hours that Gary Youngs put in. He single-
handedly painted the pool shower rooms and power-cleaned the floors.  If you get a chance 
check out the shower rooms -- they look great! 
 
We welcome our new pool attendants, Ellie and Casey.  You'll see them right away in their 
bright yellow Sierra ball caps.  Tetherball and volleyball equipment are available for check out 
through the pool attendants.  
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FINANCE REPORT by Richard Volk 

In the recent issues of the Sierra View I have presented year to date financial information.   I am 
continuing this practice by providing condensed information for the period January – May 2018:  

Our year-to-date income is 102% of budget, while our year-to-date expenses are 104% of budget, 
and net income is 101% of budget.  The largest variance is in our Water operating expenses, 
which are approximately $19,000 over budget.  This is primarily attributable to necessary well 
maintenance and softener improvements. 
 
Several members have inquired about online payment of dues and water bills via credit card or 
EFT.  We have discussed the issue with Peoples Bank, where our checking account is main-
tained; with King Water Company which provides bookkeeping services; and we have looked at 
online payment service providers.  We believe that online payment would be a costly option for 
Sierra and for our members. 
 
Some residents use bill payment services provided by their banks to pay dues and/or water bills.   
There is usually no added cost for you to use this method to pay your bills, which makes this a 
good alternative to having Sierra provide an online service. 

NextDoor.Com by Kristi Lovelady 

Ever needed a recommendation for an electrician, handyman, painter or plumber?  Ever wanted 
to sell miscellaneous items hanging around the house or find second hand cabinets for your gar-
age?  Looking for something to do on the weekend? Then the app NextDoor.com is your answer!  

This handy little app can be downloaded on your computer or cell phone and it will put you in 
touch with neighbors in Coupeville and other neighborhoods throughout Whidbey Island.  Best of 
all, it is free! Just Google the official Nextdoor.com web site and it will walk you through how do 
download the app. Connect with your neighbors at your leisure.  You never know what you might 
find.  
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ARCHITECTURE MANAGER by Mona Porter 
 
We are just entering the busiest time of year with regard to home improvements.  As the weather 
warms, many of us turn our attention to those outdoor projects that we have put off over the cold-
er, wetter winter months.  In our enthusiasm to get going on projects, it is easy to forget the re-
quirements of the Sierra covenants which govern the addition of fencing and outbuildings. A re-
minder - any fencing that is added to your property, whether it is around the perimeter or enclos-
ing a garden plot on the interior of the property must have approval from the board before con-
struction.  The same is true for any outbuildings that you wish to add, including a garage, shed, 
greenhouse, hot tub room, etc.  Most privacy walls also require prior approval. 
 
When you have your project in mind, just contact me (Mona Porter, Architecture Manager) and I 
will email you a copy of the Project Completion Agreement (PCA).  You can also find it under 
Governing Documents on the Sierra website.  Additional documents that may be helpful to the 
board include a site plan as well as a materials description or photos. When you email the com-
pleted PCA to me, along with any attachments needed to further explain your project, I will be 
happy to distribute your proposal to the other board members right away for quick preliminary ap-
proval.  Hardly any wait time!  You can begin your project with that preliminary approval and the 
board will vote and record formal approval at the next regularly scheduled board meeting. For 
outbuildings, the board looks for setback distance from interior property lines (must be 5’ mini-
mum), as well as a design that is consistent with other structures in the community.  Fencing can 
be a maximum of 6’ tall and must be in a style that is consistent with other fencing seen in the 
community. 
 
These simple policies regarding fencing and outbuildings help to protect the home values in our 
wonderful community. I will be happy to answer any questions you may have regarding architec-
ture policies.   
 
May all your home improvement projects be fun and successful! 

Beat the quake by Linda Rush 
 
Do you know how to make your home a safe space during an earthquake? Take the quiz at 
www.dropcoverholdon.org/beatthequake/ and find out. But hurry… earthquakes can happen at 
any time, so act now to beat the quake! This fun and informative game demonstrates that the 
more you do before the earthquake shakes your space, the less damage you will have and the 
more points you will earn. 
 
Then be sure to check out the helpful article on this UW Emergency Management website on 
Earthquakes: www.washington.edu/uwem/preparedness/know-your-hazards/earthquake/ that 
guides you through checking for hazards in your home or office, identifying safe places indoors 
and outdoors, disaster supplies to have on hand, mitigation resources, what to do in the event of 
an earthquake if you are indoors, outdoors, or in a car, and what to do when an earthquake is 
over.  In addition, there is an interesting discussion of what NOT to do in an earthquake, including 
the debunking of the recent myth of the so-called "triangle of life".  Interested in learning 
more?  This is a great link! 

http://www.dropcoverholdon.org/beatthequake/
http://www.washington.edu/uwem/preparedness/know-your-hazards/earthquake/

